St. Patrick's Parish
238 2nd Ave NE, Medicine Hat, AB T1A 6A1
Ph: 403-526-2265 Fax: 403-526-0058
Website: www.stpatscatholicchurch.com Email: stpatsch@telusplanet.net

May 10, 2020 - 5th Sunday of Easter

Year A

Daily Mass and Sunday Masses are broadcast live
on the Diocese website: https://www.catholicyyc.ca/ or on their Facebook page.
Daily Mass is shown at 8:30am (with a replay at 10:00am)
Sunday Mass celebrated by Bishop McGrattan is shown at 10:00am
Sacrament of Reconciliation - private appointment only
contact: Father Tomy 403-866-9940 or Father Francis 403-977-4656
Pastor: Rev. Tomy Manjaly
403-866-9940 manjalytom@yahoo.co.in
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Terry Olson
403-504-4352 ttolson@telusplanet.net
Hospital and Senior Homes Chaplain:
Rev. Francis Tran
403-977-4656 toan.2010@hotmail.com
Parish Pastoral Council:
(Chair) Michael MacLean 403-487-4060 michael.e.maclean@gmail.com
Youth Ministry:
403-527-6933 medhatcatholicyouth@gmail.com
Sacramental Prep: Sally Myers
403-527-6933 sac.prep@holyfamilymh.ca
Catholic Women's League:
(CWL President) Anne Helfrich
403-502-6237 a-helfrich@shaw.ca
Knights of Columbus: (Grand Knight) Jim Steinke 403-548-3072
jimsteinke@gmail.com

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Closed on Weekends & Statutory Holidays
Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ within me

PARISH FINANCE
DATE: May 1 – May 9, 2020
COLLECTION
$

9,535

PAD (pre-authorized debit)

$

3,012

$

12,547

TOTAL
TOGETHER IN ACTION

Readings:

$ 2,302

1st Reading: Acts 6.1-7
They chose seven men who were full of the Holy Spirit.
Psalm: Ps 33.1-2, 4-5, 18-19 (R.22)
♫R. Let yor love be upon us, Lord, even as we hope in you.
2nd Reading: 1 Peter 2.4-9
You are called to be a chosen Race, a royal priesthood.
Gospel: John 14.1-2
I am the way, and the truth, and the life.

Canada Health Day Tuesday, May 12
CHD is celebrated in health care facilities
and community services across the
country. This day reminds us that health
and healing are essential aspects of our
baptismal vocation. We are called to take
responsibility for our personal health: to
prevent illness and to seek a healthy
lifestyle. Good health concerns the
physical, emotional, social and spiritual
health of our communities, respect for
God’s creatures and the nurturing of the
whole earth.

RINGING OF CHURCH BELLS
by Deacon Terry Olson
As a lot of you already know – the church bells at St. Pat’s have been ringing at 12:00 noon, every day (2 to 3 minutes), since Sunday, March 22.
The suggestion to ring the church bells was put forward by 2 of our parishioners – Rose Fikus and Don Kalody. This was about the time we
started to learn more about the seriousness of the coronavirus, church masses were being cancelled and we were asked to isolate ourselves, to
protect us from exposure and to prevent the spreading of the virus. This was something that we could do to help lift our spirits. It was felt that
the ringing of the church bells would help to remind everyone that God has not abandoned us and is always with us, even though we could not
gather together for worship as we normally would do. This initiative was also taken up by other Christian churches in our city and was done as a
sense of solidarity and unity as Christians.
However, the ringing of the church bells has had a detrimental effect to the church structure/siding. The vibration from ringing the church bells
has damaged/knocked loose pieces of the church tower stucco. Fr. Tomy and I discussed the issue and decided that it was best to discontinue
ringing the church bells at this time to prevent any further damage, to allow the damage to be properly assessed and to have a plan put in place
for making repairs. After which, the practice of ringing the bells would need to be re-evaluated as to whether it was something we should be
doing.
At this time, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 5 family teams who have been ringing the church bells for the past 6 weeks. A
special thank you to – Darren/Vickie/Dean Tellman, Jason/Leisha/Emmet Openo/Peter Lesko, Bernie/Berna Kinch, Terry/Zachary/Danny Cey
and Deacon Terry/Theresa Olson.
I would also like to mention that there were a number of parishioners who also volunteered to help with the ringing of the church bells but due to
the safe distancing requirements, it was felt that we should only use families for this – however, we do thank you for volunteering to help us out!

UPDATES ON GATHERING FROM THE DIOCESE
In preparation for the lifting of some restrictions on gatherings in public places in Alberta, the Catholic Bishops of
Alberta are working to develop a plan for the eventual reinstatement of public celebrations of the Mass. The
Bishops have established a task force under the direction of Archbishop Richard Smith of Edmonton and Bishop
William McGrattan of Calgary. The mandate of this task force is to discern when and how this gradual
reinstatement will be initiated. Their consideration will continue to be informed by the advice of Alberta’s Chief
Medical Officer of Health and the provincial government’s staged COVID-19 recovery plan.
“We are acutely aware of our parishioners’ fervent desire to return to the Eucharist, and we share their
concern,” said Archbishop Smith. “Our careful discernment now will ensure that when the time comes, we will
be ready to begin inviting the faithful back to the churches they miss so much. We are extremely grateful to all
those who have made great sacrifices in the common effort to protect our brothers and sisters by preventing the
spread of COVID-19.”
THE FOUNDATIONAL ROLE OF THE BAPTISMAL PRIESTHOOD
by Diana Macalintal | posted in: Easter, GIA Quarterly, reflections
Fifth Sunday of Easter – A – May 10, 2020
Although the term is never used in today’s first reading, it is traditionally seen as the Catholic origin of the diaconate. Lately,
many theologians, committees, and leaders have been discussing the diaconate’s origins and its historical development in
light of the church’s needs today.
However, one thing is often overshadowed by any discussion on ordination — that is, the foundational role of the baptismal
priesthood, the order to which all the baptized belong. By our baptism, we are made “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people of God’s own” (1 Pt 2:9).
By our baptism, we are ordered for a mission: to announce the praises of God, who called us out of darkness into light. That
is, we are commissioned to preach the gospel by our words and our deeds.
By our baptism, we are ordered for a mission: to announce the praises of God, who called us out of darkness into light. That
is, we are commissioned to preach the gospel by our words and our deeds. And by our baptism we “remain forever a member
of Christ who is Priest, Prophet, and King” (Rite of Baptism). That is why whoever believes in Christ has been given the
authority to do his works and even “greater ones than these” (Jn 14:12).
As we continue to discern the Spirit’s movement in our church, let us never forget the dignity and responsibility already given
to each of us by our baptism, a power not for ourselves but for the service of those most in need.
This post was first published in “GIA Quarterly: A Liturgical Music Journal.”

